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How to wrap text around objects

You've probably seen documents with a picture set within a long text block, or with a “pull out quote”
positioned in the middle of a text block (Figure 1). Designers create this effect by wrapping text
around these objects. In Adobe InDesign, you can add shapes or frames within text frames and wrap
text around them.
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PROCESS

In her family, the idea that one would pursue a career in fashion
was inconceivable. “That was way out there, beyond the realm of
possibility]” Ritter says. “The attitude was, why not be a singer or an
actress while you're at it?” It just wasn't done. Instead, one became
a doctor or a lawyer. So she moved to Paris to study economics. Af-
ter completing her degree, she found work with a record company
as a music publicist and went about creating a life for herself in the
French capital.

That’s where she met and fell in love with the American man who
she later followed to New York City and married. And this is where
the story of her identity takes a sharp right turn.
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“The power of New York City is that you can reinvent yourself,”
Ritter avows. In Paris, a global epicenter of fashian, she believes it
would not have been possible to reinvent herself as a designer. The
DNA of the Alice Ritter brand now resides in that sense of freedom
and possibility. The line embodies the optimism she encountered on
the sidewalks and runways of New York. It embraces the permission
she was given--by an entrepreneurial, DIY culture unlike the one

sheld come from—to follow what she calls her “true passion” and re-
make herself as a designer.

Like attempting to sketch the iconic YSL dress as a nine-year-old,
this self-reinvention wasn't exactly a walk in the park. Ritter bought
a sewing machine and began ripping apart vintage pieces to under-
stand how they were put together. By studying the way a sleeve or
a trouser leg looked when it was laid out flat on tracing paper, she
taught herself pattern making. She also read everything she could get

her hands on about fashion history and took design classes at night.

For the first few years, she experimented with pieces for her friends,
all handmade at home. “It was a great way to learn,” she says, “and to

Figure 1 Design project with pull out quote

Wrapping text around a simple shape

In the steps that follow, you fill a text block with placeholder text, then draw a rectangle over the text. You then select
the Wrap Around Object shape option to rearrange the text around the rectangle.

You might use this technique to add a small graphic to the middle of a text block, or to illustrate something described
in the text block.
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To wrap text around a simple shape:

1.

Start InDesign and create a new document. Create a
text frame by using the Type tool.

Choose Type > Fill With Placeholder Text to fill the
frame with placeholder text.

Choose the Rectangle Frame Tool in the Tools panel
(Figure 2) and drag the pointer over the text to draw a
rectangle (Figure 3).

The rectangle appears over the text.

Make sure the rectangle is still selected. On the right
side of the Control panel, click the Wrap Around
Object Shape button (Figure 4).

Observe that the text now wraps around the rectangle
(Figure 5).
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Figure 2 Tools panel
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Figure 3 Rectangle drawn over text

Wrap Around Object Shape button

Figure 4 Control panel
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Figure 5 Text wrapped around object
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Using text wrap to add a pullout quotation

Publications often include pullout quotations to add interest. These key quotations are highlighted in a text box and
placed in the middle of a text block.

To wrap text for a pullout quotation:
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4. Choose the Selection tool in the Tools panel. Figure 6 Frame in the middle of a text block

5. Click the edge of the frame to select it.
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Figure 7 Wrap Around Object Shape applied
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Figure 8 Pullout quotation complete
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