
NAME ____________________________________________________ PERIOD _______DATE _______________ 

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF COLOR: THE HOW AND WHY OF COLOR 
COLOR ATTRIBUTES 

1. And every color can be described in terms of having three main attributes: 

a. ___________________________________ 

b. ___________________________________ 

c. ___________________________________ 

2. Hue is _____________________________________________________________________ 

3. Hue is identified as the _________________ ___________________ or ____________________ 

___________________________ (such as ___________, ________________, ______________________).  

4. Hue is directly linked to the color's wavelength. 

5. Saturation, also called “___________________,” is 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Saturation is the ____________________ __________________ or ___________________ of a color. The 

more saturated a color, the less ______________________- it contains. 

7. Brightness, also called “__________________-” or “__________________,” is the shade 

(____________________) or tint (_________________________) of a color.  

8. Areas of an evenly colored object in direct light have higher brightness than areas in shadow. 

TINT VS SHADE 

9. A hue is a specific color; ______________, _______________, _____________________--. 

10. A tint of a color is made by adding ____________________. 

11. A shade is made by adding _______________________ 

COLOR WHEEL  

12. The Color Wheel was invented by __________________________________________.  

13. The Color Wheel is a _________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

14. The color wheel is divided into three categories: ____________________, _____________________, and 

_________________________.  

15. Primary colors are _______________________________________________________ 

a. Examples: ______________________ ______________________________ 

16. Secondary colors are ______________________________________________________ 

a. Examples: ______________________ ______________________________ 

17. Tertiary colors are those that are created by mixing a primary and secondary color together. 

a. Examples: ______________________ ______________________________ 



COOL COLORS &WARM COLORS 

18. Cool colors range from ___________________ to ____________________, the half of the color wheel with 

________________________ ________________________________.  

19. Cool colors have a ___________________________ effect.  

20. Frequently used _____________________________________________________________  

21. _____________________ cool colors generates more _______________________ than __________, 

________________ or ____________________ cool colors.  

22. Warm colors range from ______________________ to _____________________, on the half of the color 

wheel with _____________________ ______________________________. 

23. Warm colors are _______________, __________________-_________________________ and 

_________________________________-.  

COLOR SCHEMES 
24. Name the 7 Color Schemes: 

a. __________________________________________ 

b. __________________________________________ 

c. __________________________________________ 

d. __________________________________________ 

e. __________________________________________ 

f. __________________________________________ 

g. __________________________________________ 

COMPLEMENTARY COLORS 
25. Complementary Colors are ____________________________________________________.  

26. Complementary colors in an image are __________________________________________. The colors 

seem ______________________________________________________. 

27. The most effective use of complements is ________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

28. Complementary colors lie _____________________________________________________.  

29. When a pair of high intensity complements are placed _____________ by _____________, they seem to 

_________________________ and draw attention to the element.  

30. Intensity can only be altered by mixing a color with its ________________________, which has the effect 

of visually ____________________________ the color.  

31. Changing the values of the hues, adding _________________ or ___________________,  

will ___________________________ the effect. 

MONOCHROMATIC SCHEMES 



32. A monochromatic color scheme uses ____________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

33. You can change the value of a color by adding ________________ (______________), or 

___________________ (_________________), or ___________________ (_____________).  

34. As white is added to a color it becomes “__________________” in value (______________). 

35. As black is added it becomes “_____________________-” in value (__________________).  

36. Value is the relationship ______________________________________________________. 

37. Values that are close together give the design a _________________ _________________. 

38. Values of pure hues as well as those of tints and shades __________________ ________________  

NEUTRAL COLORS  

39. Contains equal parts of three primary colors - _____________, ________________, _________________, 

and sometimes ___________________. 

40. When neutrals are added to a color, only the ______________________ changes. 

41. If you try to make a color darker by adding a darker color to it, the ________________ (____________) 

changes. 

42. Black and white are thought of as neutrals because 

___________________________________________________________________ 

ANALOGOUS COLORS 
43. Analogous Colors are _______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________.  

44. Adjoining colors on the wheel are ____________________ and 

____________________________________________________________-. 

45. They are effective at showing ________________________. 

46. Analogous color can be used to create a _________________ and more ________________ feeling 

INTENSITY 
47. Intensity is the ____________________ or _____________________ of a color.  

48. A pure hue is a _____________________-_______________________ color.  

49. A dulled hue, ________________________________________________________, is called a 

___________________________-______________________ color. 

 

TRIADS  
50. A color triad is composed of ___________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________.  

51. The contrast between triad colors is not as ________________ as that between complements. 



SPLIT COMPLEMENTS 
52. The combination of one _______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________.  

DOUBLE COMPLEMENTS 
53. Double Complements are ______________________________________________________ 

54. _________________ colors arranged into ______________ ______________________ color pairs.  

55. If all four colors are used in ____________________- amounts, the scheme may look 

______________________________. 

56. Choose a color to be _____________________ or _______________________ the colors 

COMPOSITIONAL EFFECTS OF COLOR: SPATIAL EFFECTS  
57. Hues that are ____________________ at ______________________ saturation (yellows, oranges) appear 

___________________ than those that are _____________________ at 

______________________________ saturation (e.g., blues and purples).  

58. Warm colors appear ________________ and cool colors ____________________________.  

COMPOSITIONAL EFFECTS OF COLOR 
59. A large shape or form appears to be ___________________ than a small shape. Several small shapes or 

forms can _______________________- one large one. 

60. An object with a complicated contour is more _____________________ and appears to be 

_________________________, than one with a simple contour. 

61. ________________ saturated colors give the appearance of carrying more ____________________ than 

less saturated, low-intensity or visually simpler areas 

HOW COLORS EFFECT EACH OTHER 
62. Red appears more ___________________ against black. 

63. Red is somewhat ______________________ against the white.  

64. Next orange, red appears __________________________. 

65. In contrast with blue-green, red exhibits __________________________-.  

66. The red square appears ______________________ on black than on other background colors. 

67. The color of the surrounding color can affect ______________________________________ 

68. Color is partially defined in our brain by __________________________________________ 


